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Guru Hargobind Ji; Guru Har Rai Ji; Guru Harkrishan Ji 

Key Facts :
1. Guru Hargobind was was born the only son of Guru Arjan and Mata Ganga on 19 June 1595 at Vadali, a village near Amritsar. 

2. His contribution to Sikhism and Sikhs can be summed up in one phrase : "making them Saints and Soldiers". 

3. He received his early education and training at the hands of two revered Sikhs of that time, Bhai Gurdas and Baba Buddha. The former taught him the religious texts and the latter the arts of swordsmanship and archery.

4. He was barely 11 years of age when his father, Guru Arjan, was martyred in Lahore. 

5. Guru Arjan had nominated him his successor and sent him instruction "to ascend the throne fully armed, and have armed men, as many as you can, to accompany you." 

6. For the ceremonies of succession, which took place on 24 May 1606, Guru Hargobind chose to waer a warrier’s attire. He sat on the Akal Takhat, a seat he had had erected in front of the holy Harimandar, with two swords on his person, declaring one to he the symbol of the spiritual and the other that of his temporal authority (Miri & Piri). 
7. Guru Hargobind maintained a retinue of fifty-two armed Sikhs. Many more came to offer him their services, and several of them were provided with horses and weapons. 

8. Reports about the splendid style of Guru Hargobind led Emperor Jahngir to pass orders for his detention in the Fort of Gwalior. The charge leveled against him was that he had not paid the fine imposed on his father. 

9. As time came for Guru Hargobind to be released from the Fort, he came out on the condition that all other detainees were freed, too. He led fifty-two prisoners out of the Fort. Bandichhor (Benign Liberator) is the title by which he is remembered to this day. 

10.  When at last Guru Hargobind reached Amritsar Sikhs illuminated the town. The anniversary of the event is still celebrated at Harimandar, the Golden Temple, with Lights and fireworks. 

11.  In his lifetime, Guru Hargobind won four battles, but as his purpose had always been defensive.
12.  The first battle were fought in a place called Ruhela in 1621 against Karam Chand, the sone of Chandu who had been an enemy of Guru Arjan and Ratan Chand, a landowner.
13.  The second battle was fought a Gumtala, a suburb of Amritsar against the Mughal forces, who increasingly viewed Guru Hargobind’s increasing temporal power as a threat.
14.  Guru Hargobind defeated Mughal troops yet again in  another battle, at Lahira, near Mehraj, now in Bathinda district. 

15. Another armed clash took place at Kartarpur on 27 April 1635, when Guru Hargobind's own former Pathan follower, Painda Khan, led out a Mughal force against him. 

16.  Guru Hargobind finally retired to Kiratpur where he spent the remaining nine years of his life in peace. 

17.  Kiratpur now became the centre of the Sikh faith. Sikhs came here from all parts to see the Guru. Guru Hargobind gave most of his time to religious devotions. Contact was maintained with sangats in farflung places, and old warriors like Bidhi Chand were sent out as preachers. 

18.  For Sikhs the roles of saint and soldier had become mutually complementary. About the Guru himself, Bhai Gurdas wrote: "A great hero is Guru Hargobind. He is the vanquisher of armies, but his heart is full of love and charity." This synthesis of the heroic and the spiritual was Guru Hargobind's distinctive contribution to the evolution of Sikh society.

19.  Guru Hargobind, like all of his predecessors, lived a married life. He had six children — five sons and a daughter. Gurditta, Ani Rai, Bibi Viro, Suraj Mall, Atal Rai and Tyag Mal. Two of his sons, Baba Gurditta and Atal Rai, died in his lifetime . 
20.  Guru Hargobind passed away on March 1644 at Kiratpur

21.  Guru Har Rai was born on January 16, 1630 in Kiratpur to Baba Gurditta the eldest son of Guru Hargobind. From a very young age he exhibited great sensitivity to all living things and endeared himself to his grandfather Guru Hargobind. 
22.  At the age of 14 after having received suitable training Har Rai was invested with the Guruship by his grandfather Guru Hargobind shortly before his death in March 1644. 
23. Like Guru Hargobind, Guru Har Rai kept a contingent of 2,200 cavalry as his personal guard. After the many battles of Guru Hargobind, the times of Guru Har Rai were a time of consolidation for the Sikh community without any major battles in the Gurus lifetime.
24. The Guru was fond of hunting but due to his sensitive nature he would not kill the animals but keep them as pets in his zoo. 
25. Guru Har Rai spent his life at his birthplace of Kiratpur. Guru Har Rai would spend the mornings and evenings listening to devotional music and giving lectures on the writings of the Gurus. 
26. The Guru continued to spread the message of Sikhism. He sent Bhagwan Gir to eastern India to preach Sikhism. Another disciple Bhai Pheru was sent to Rajasthan and Suthre Shah was appointed to Delhi.
27.  Guru Har Rai was visiting Goindwal in June 1558 and here he met Dara Shikoh, the oldest son of the Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan, who had come to receive his blessings. After some time Dara Shikoh was eventually captured by the forces of Aurangzeb, Shah Jahan’s younger son. Aurangzeb had Dara Shikoh executed, then killed his own youngest brother Murad and appointed himself as the emperor. 

28.  Once settled into the throne, Aurangzeb turned his attention to the new faith, Sikhism. Aurangzeb ordered the Guru to appear in the royal court of Delhi. Guru Har Rai did not go himself but instead sent his son Ram Rai to meet the emperor. Before leaving Ram Rai was instructed by his father to not engage in any miracles and to not allow the teaching of the Sikhs to be compromised in any way. 
29.  When Ram Rai presented himself before the royal court he was able to impress Aurangzeb with his intellect and charm that Sikhism did not present any threat to the Mughals. Aurangzeb took exception to a verse in the Guru Granth Sahib :
imtI muslmwn kI pyVY peI kuim@Awr ]
GiV BWfy ietw kIAw jldI kry pukwr ]
jil jil rovY bpuVI JiV JiV pvih AMigAwr ]
nwnk ijin krqY kwrxu kIAw so jwxY krqwru ]2]
 “God alone knows who burns in hell (the Hindu or the Muslim), for (like the Hindus whom fire consumes here), the earth of the Muslim graves also suffers being fired by the potter who fashions bricks and vessels out of its clay.” (Guru Nanak, Asa Var) 

Ram Rai explained to Aurangzeb that the words of Guru Nanak had been incorrectly written by the scribe, and that the word was not “Mussalman” but “Baiman” (meaning faithless). By intentionally changing the words of Guru Nanak, Ram Rai was able to gain the emperors friendship. When it was reported back to Guru Har Rai what his son had done, he was deeply hurt and disowned Ram Rai. 

30.  Guru Har Rai appointed his younger son Harkrishan as the next Guru and passed away soon thereafter on October 6, 1661. 
31. Guru Harkrishan was born on July 7, 1656 to Guru Har Rai and Krishan Kaur; he was only five years old when he received the guruship.
32.  Ram Rai plotted with Aurangzeb to have Guru Harkrishan summoned to Delhi. He was hopeful that the Guru would anger the Emperor, or do something against his late father’s wishes and lose the confidence of the Sikh Panth.
33. Upon reaching Delhi the Guru and his party were the guests of Raja Jai Singh who had promised to uphold the safety of the Guru. Every day large numbers of devotees started flocking to see the Guru. Raja Jai Singh’s bungalow was later turned into Gurdwara Bangla Sahib.
34. At this time a smallpox epidemic was raging in Delhi. The Guru helped to heal many sick people. Coming in contact with so many sick people every day, the Guru was also infected and taken seriously ill. 
35. On March 30, 1664 Guru Harkrishan decided to announce his successor, the Guru called for five coins and a coconut. He took them and being too weak to move, waved his hand three times in the air and said “Baba Bakale”. Guru Harkrishan then suddenly passed away at the tender age of eight years old. 
